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Governor Linda Lingle to Deliver Remarks at the Newly Renovated and Named Vera Zilber Birth Center Blessing Ceremony 

WHEN:
Monday, December 15, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. (formal program), followed by refreshments and facility tours

WHAT: 
With generous gifts from the Zilber Foundation and Eleanor Crim, M.D. in 2007, Castle Medical Center took the opportunity to combine these gifts with other charitable gifts and funds raised at its annual golf tournament to renovate the Birth Center. Total cost of the project was $1.2 million. 

Participating in the blessing ceremony are: 

· Kevin A. Roberts, Castle Medical Center president and CEO

· Governor Linda Lingle

· Susan Chapman, MD, Head of Castle’s OB/Gyn Department
· Director of Chaplain Services David Rasmussen
· Kahu Kordell Kekoa
WHERE:
Castle Medical Center Birth Center, 640 Ulukahiki Street, Kailua

PHOTO 

OPS:
Media representatives will have an opportunity to tour the Birth Center facilities following the formal ceremony and interview several of the main participants. 

Birth Center background information follows on next page.

Castle Birth Center Renovation Background
Castle Medical Center's Birth Center in the past averaged 500 births annually. Currently, the birth center averages 70 births per month, and more than 800 a year. According to Birth Center Nurse Manager Tina Johnson, the Birth Center has grown by about 10-12% in births for the past four years. 

With generous gifts from the Zilber Foundation and Eleanor Crim, M.D. in 2007, Castle Medical Center took the opportunity to combine these gifts with other charitable gifts and funds raised at its “Chip In for Castle” Golf Tournament to renovate the Birth Center. 

Plans for the renovation were approved in February of this year. Construction began in mid-April and was completed in mid-September.  The birth center was able to continue deliveries and business as usual during construction. Total cost of the project was $1.2 million. 

For patients, features of the new Vera Zilber Birth Center and Eleanor Crim Nursery include:
· A beautiful new and secure entrance. 

· Four brand new large rooms, for a total of 10 rooms, for moms to labor, deliver and recover; eliminating the need for transfers. 

· New rooms that accommodate mom and baby, and have a nice wide bed for father to spend the night. 

· Castle's signature Jacuzzi tubs, now standard in every room to keep moms comfortable during labor. 

· Private waiting area with TV for "expecting families and guests." 

And for staff: 

· A new secure medication room for the nurses. 

· A beautiful new nurses' station for improved work- flow. 

These changes help to promote the quality, safety and comfort of our Birth Center for both patients and staff. 
